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Prime Minister Justin Trudeau is planning to call an election on Sunday, sources told Reuters. 
The first thing you should ask is: Is this about you, or is it about him? And the answer is simple: It's all about him. 


Other than the prime minister's desire to win a majority and retain his job for another four years, what reason is 
there to spend another $500 million, the cost of the election held just two years ago, on a campaign that will divert 
the government for weeks from the fight against COVID-19, by far the most pressing task facing the country today? 
It can't be the economy. Finance Minister Chrystia Freeland said just a week ago that “our country is now coming 
roaring back," with an economy showing "very strong signs of recovery." 


Unemployment is not down to pre-pandemic levels yet, but is moving in the right direction, with new jobs being 
created every month. If anything, small business owners are complaining of difficulty luring people back to work 
when they can continue to stay home and collect emergency benefits. 


It can't be the COVID crisis itself, which is well past its peak and is now a matter of preventing new outbreaks, and 
using the lessons we've learned to create systems better able to prevent a repeat. It's a serious challenge, but it 
hardly requires a new mandate. 


It's not as if the Trudeau Liberals lack the powers they need to carry out the major tasks they face. Although in a 
minority position they are in no danger of defeat. Indeed, the government's sense it faces a weak opposition is a big 
reason they're raring to test their luck. While the pandemic may have shaken the country to its core, from a political 
point of view the government has had it easy. Normal activities in Parliament were sharply reduced or closed down, 
while opposition leaders had their voices largely muffled and their access to public awareness curtailed. While they 
stewed in lockdown the prime minister could pad down the steps of his official residence at his leisure and offer 
reassuring bromides with little fear of contradiction or challenge. Who was going to challenge him? Certainly not the 
CBC. 


Access to money or the ability to direct its usage is not an issue. Trudeau's government was able to borrow and 
spent hundreds of billions of dollars pretty much at will, doubling the debt in the process. The only barrier facing 
Freeland in paying the bills was the time it took her to get a handle on it all; in the end Ottawa went two years 
between budgets with nary a peep of protest. Yes there were some grumpy columnists and doubting economists, 
but so little was their influence that Freeland was able to take as much time as she felt necessary, and got exactly 
what she wanted in the end, easily gaining approval to add $143 billion in new spending to the Liberals'already- 
extravagant outlay. She plainly doesn't need an election to use up time and resources when there's so little 
impeding her. 


Page 2 of 3 
Trudeau to trigger COVID election; He's not calling election for you 


Climate change? What could an election possibly deliver on that front? We all know the government's position, 
we've all heard the pledges and sloganeering. The carbon tax is in place, the future increases already advertised. 
The latest doom-laden projections from the UN are out and the plan is to do ... what? All the same stuff? It hardly 
needs another airing, and six more weeks of arguing is unlikely to alter positions that have long since been set in 
stone. 


What we decidedly could use are some credible policies on problems that badly need addressing, health care 
overwhelmingly among them. It has long been evident to anyone who cared to look that Canada needs a serious 
revamp in a system that delivers mediocre care at very high cost. For years we've glided along assuring ourselves 
we had a world-beating program, largely because it makes us feel good to say so. But we don't. As was noted in 
these pages a global study placed Canada's health care 10th out of 11 high-income developed countries - ahead of 
the U.S., yes, but behind everyone else. We have a single-payer system that is struggling because the single payer 
can barely afford current costs and certainly isn't positioned to deal with the even greater expenses of new 
technologies and drugs, coupled with an aging population. The stresses were already evident but were made 
screamingly obvious by the pandemic, which demonstrated irrefutably our inability to spot pandemics or to deal with 
them when they arrive. Only the swift development of vaccines - none of which we were able to produce ourselves - 
saved the country from even greater calamity. Without them we'd still be labouring under lockdowns like Australia 
and New Zealand, the latter of which has no plans to reopen its borders until at least the end of the year. 


The pandemic exposed how appalling our elder-care systems are, how easily hospitals can become jammed, how 
quickly staffing reaches crisis levels with doctors and nurses pushed to the brink of breakdown. It's easily the 
overriding danger of the day, but don't look to the Liberals for a remedy, as they're too busy boasting of having 
bought up so many vaccines that they're now stockpiling doses by the millions in cold storage. 


Nor will you hear of a Liberal plan to put the economy on a sustainable footing. The Liberal strategy is to hope 
interest rates stay low forever, and there's never another emergency requiring it to once again ramp up borrowing. 
Yet COVID has put severe financial strains on the federation, exacerbated by the Liberal practice of favouring 
provinces that elect Liberal members. Newfoundland has already been bailed out of one budget crisis and may 
soon face a much bigger one entailing bankruptcy of the province itself. Quebec continues to reap rich gains - $13 
billion in equalization plus another $6 billion for a daycare plan it doesn't need - while Alberta gets neither. 


We could also use a cold-eyed assessment of Canada's place in the world and a policy plan that treated our role 
seriously. As a wealthy G7 country we should count for something internationally, but as China has shown to great 
effect, we don't. Its brutal jailing of Canadians over political disputes, and the show trials put on brazenly as a public 
spectacle, show how little danger is seen in treating Canada with condescension or open contempt. Or, as our 
southern neighbour and supposed close ally has shown, by simply ignoring our concerns. Just this week President 
Joe Biden, supposedly a progressive politician-in-arms with Liberal Ottawa, railed at the world for not producing 
enough oil to meet American needs, after using his first day in office to cancel the Keystone XL oil pipeline from 
Alberta that would have done just that. 


There are major issues to be addressed, issues that will decide whether Canada's century of prosperity and peace 
can be extended much longer, but you won't hear Justin Trudeau talking about them. He'll be busy reminding you of 
the great job he did in buying vaccines, sending out unemployment cheques and offering support payments to 
everyone from teenagers to senior citizens. If it's band-aids you want and a prime minister stuffed up with his own 
importance, this is an election for you. If it's substance you want, you'll just have to wait. 
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Christinne Muschi, Bloomberg Files; The government led by Prime Minister Justin Trudeau has been able to 
borrow and spend hundreds of billions of dollars pretty much at will, doubling the debt in the process, notes Kelly 
McParland.; 
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